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information Division hwunitions Buslding 
fr Service biarch 12. 2926 Washington, D.v. 

The chicf purpose of this publication is to Cistribute information on acro- 
nautics to the ilying personne: in the Regular Aruy, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
and others connected wit} Lati 
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An Army pilot in a Curtiss PW-8 Pursuit shiv, equinved with skis for landing 


21 the~snow,was flying cbove Selfritge Finid, Mt. Clemens, liich., when a 
viaidiog amnic on the ground sicnelled to hin that one of his skis was out of 
commission. This had. viece of Tews meant that the time ned errived for the 
pilot to make a momentous decision, possibly effecting his whole future, ‘Like 
Kamlet, the melancholy Dane, he no doubt immediately began to soliloquize on the 
question - to land or not to land. To land meant nessidly a prolonged and quiet 


time es a petient in a hospitel. The only other alternative was +o jump out 
of the plane with his verachute, Twenty-three others before him had resorted to 
the use of the parachute in emergencies and reached the ground sare and sound, 
so it wouid seem that the cddis leaned heavily on the parachute jump. 

To make a long story short, the pilot, after milling around for ebout half 
n hour in the air trying to make up his mind whe t to Go, finally decided that 
=) ee risk a landing. The only unpleasant feature - the whole affair was a 

¢ have been a number of | 


» 
J 
turbed state of mind on the vert of the pil The 
sendinin on only one wheel, - 
] 


eutades in the past where pilots have made save la 

Not sc long ago Sapiuin Farley H.W, Duuca an at Mitchel Field and Lieut. S.J. 

presi J at Post Fiel¢ ac complished this notewerthy feat, but it appears that this 
s the first instance on record where en airplane pilot made a lancing on one 

Sita. 

An interesting story on the above incident, written by Technical Sergeant 
X.L. Horn, cf Selfricge Field, is quoted below, as follows: 

"When a ski was seen to fell awey from the — gear and remain hanging 
Unside down from the axle of the fast PYW=8 pursuit plane which Lieut. Luther 
o Smith, Air Service, 94th Pursuit Squadron, was flipht testing Monday, 

February 22, that fact was soon broadcested und the vicinity aircund the Post 
Operations Office at Selfridge Field became a place crowded with staring 
onlookers guessing at the odds against enother life. 

"Does he know one of his skis is henging dovm?" Lieut. Strahm, Post 
Acjutant, asked of Lieut. Hunter, Post Cperations Officer, as they stood 
watching Lieut. Smith put his ship through every known stunt in a vain and 
futBle effort to right the faulty ski. 

"Yes," Was the reply, "If he didn't I would go up and sisnal him, but one 
of the mechenics has already called his attention to it, so it's up to Smith. 
If he wants to land he can try it or he can let her fall end take to. his 
chute, he is past any assistance from us," 

“Wheat would you do Hunter?" Someone é 

And, "Damned if I know", came back the Jaconic 

Another pilot, nearby, his eyes Tastenee on the ship, vouchsafed the 
information that the Government could give him a new ship, but they couldn't 
give him a new back end that he would take to his chute and let the ship fall, 
Aeronautical insouciance! 

Such is the life of an Air Service pilot, for these things grow to be 
but commonplace, often long before he has joined that elite of airmen who have 
their thousand hours. 

fh heavy fell of snow during the pest two weeks having made the field unsafe 
for landing fast pursuit ships with wheels, eech ship was equipped with skis. 
These skis, fitting to the oxle of the landing gear in the same manner as the 
wheel, are held in piece by brace wires, front and rear, in such a manner that 
wnen the ship is in flight the shock absorber cord attecned as part of one of 
the front brace wires, pulls the nose of the skis up, and in landing lets the 
heel of the ski hit the ground first eliminating any possibility of nosing over 
by sticking the nose of the ski in a convenidnt drift of snow or ica, 

in taking off, the two front wires on the left ski snapped, due to some 
sudden strain, and the speed of the plane caused the ski to reverse it's 
position on the axle until it was prectically upside dow. A mechanic rushed 
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on the field anc by sigpnallirg conveyed to Lieut. Smith the fact that something 
was radically wrong with the undercarrieze of his plane. The PW-8 type Pursuit 
plane is so constructed that by looking downward over the side of the cockpit 
the pilot can see the axle of his landins geer, an invaluable imorovement, since 
the loss of wheels or skis or even the shearing off of the entire lending gear 
would seldom be noticed by the pilot in the 'feel' of the shiv, 

Lieut. Smith glanced down and fiodded his head, so the mechanic reported, 
evidently sirnifying that he understood his predicament end would take care of’ 
the emergency as he thought best, Lieut. Smith could do but one of two things, 
pull the ship up until it stalled, then rlunge headiong into space, denending 
solely upon his parachute, which every pilot mist wear snd which has proven _ 
almost perfect in it's reliability, and Letting his ship fail into the inevitable 
tailspin and destroy itself in the grouns, or, he could attempt a landing, more 
dangerous by far but holding the possibility of saving the ship with but little 
damage . But a landing might also, and easily enough, mean his own death, for 
these. fist little planes do somersaults that the eye can scarcely follow, He 
could effect a landing by 'pancaking', consisting of stelling the aachine just 
above the surface of the ground and dropping the remaining two or four feet 
with as little forward speed as possible, or he could try for a perfect tnree- 
point' », i.e., his good ski, the tip of his wing and the tail skid. A landing 
of this nature might be successful, provided that his flying speed ‘was very slow, 
so that when the hub of the landing gear hit the ground and the ship made the 

ubsequent 'ground-loop! he did not nose over 

Lieut, Smith must, therefore, have wnhened each proposition on it's merits, 
The crisis was his to deal with as best he could and old Father Time was some- 
where near with his sharvened séythe awaiting with chalk held high to make 
another mark on an already lone list. 

"When I found thet one ski had broken loose," said Lieut. Smith, after he 
had gotten some of the kinks out of his body, which is long and completely fills 
the ordinary cockpit, 'I climbedc to twelve or fifteen hundred feet and tried 
by every known stunt to bring that ski back fn place. Going into a steep dive 
I would bring the nose uy until she aimost stalled in hope that q sudden 
reversal of direction and speed would turn it on the axle, I barrei-rolled, 
spun, looped ; everything, yet always that ski remained upside down,.It seemed 
I wes in the air for hours, for a man doesn't reckon time when death stalks at 
his door, but it was in reality o — about thirty minutes, With that ski hanging 
always below me like a white skele oned finger, my mind wasn't the exact, orderly 
thing it -shouid perhaps have been. 7 could have jumped end trusted my parachute, 
but somehow it just ssemed that uld bring — Ship down without serious 
injury to it or nyself, s decid od ees ys Selectins what <pveared to 
be that part of the field with the heaviest blavie st of snow, (I wanted to 
make my landing as soft as possible, who wouldn‘t?) I nosed down. Just before I 
thit the ground I cut my engine and turned off the gas, for I didn't want to burn 
up in'case the ship decided to decorate the landscape, and held the ship as best 
I could on the good ski and the wing away from the broken one. 

~"My”“contact with oid mocher earth is rather a vague and hazy memory, I 
heard the good ski slide alzng the ground and the tail drop. I must have lost 
all my flying/speed, for during that infinitesital period of time, wherein 
the -axle hit and the plane ground looped with a speed beyond my comprehension, 
shearing off the landing gear and burying her nose in the snow, I remember 
nothing except a dull roar as of great storied buildings fulling down about my 
€ars an! a sort of subconscious thought that Heaven couldn't be as nice as this. 

- ‘Instinctively I must have pulled my head and shoulders into the protection 
of the cockpit about the time of the crash, for with the exception of a severe 
‘shaking up of both mind and body I found by a series of movements confined to 
gently wiggling my toes, extending my fingers and moving my head that I appeared 
to be in fairly good condition. Taking heart I crawled from the cockpit and 
_was standing there in a sort of trance when the first of the mechanics came 
rushing to the scene, 

"It doesn't seem so-very bad now that it is all over,bus up there in the 
air with that ski hanging dom and ‘my mind doing more stunts than one of these 
planes we fly could ever hops to equal, well -- it wasn't so nice, thet's all!'" 
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NATIONAL SLUSINATION BALLOON RASE AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


The 1926 Neticnal Fliminat ion Balloon Race for the Litchfield Trophy will be 
held at the Little Rock Airport on April 29th, under’the auspices of the Little 
Rock Air Meet Associetion. The race will be fer 35,C00 cubic ft. capacity 
balloons, and hydrogen will be supplied gratis by the Little Rock Air Meet 
‘Association. The winner of the first, second and third prizes, provided they 

pave 80,000 cubic ft. capacity balloons at their disposal, will be designated to 
’ represent America in the international Gordon-Bennett Balioon Race to be held 
May 30th in Belgium, | : 

The Army Air Service expects to enter teams in the ubinanl Elimination 
Balloon Race, but the exact number of such teams: has not been definitely 
decided at this writing. . 

The Balloon Race will be followed on April 30th by airplane races. Active 
preparations are under way for these events and facilities will be providec for 
handling the large attendance expected. A barrack building is being prepared 
for use by enlisted men visiting the races, and officers will be entertained 
at the Air Slub and in hotels at Little aedagan 
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PHOTOGRAPHING PROPOSED- NATIONAL PARKS 


One of the most. important and responsible missions assigned to the 2nd 
Photo Section, Air Service, Langley Field, Va., by the Chief of Air Service, is 
the taking of aerial photographs or, in a near term, mosaics of the proposed 
Shenandoah and Great Smoky Mountain National Park projects. To the outsiders 
the taking of these pictures up in the air, say 15,000 feet, is a matter of 
clicking the camera. . This is true, but it requires more than the vroner 
clicking of the shutters. First, there is the pilot. who mist be proficient not 
only in aerial navigation but ‘hie in aerial photography; «second, there is the 
observer, a photographer, who takes the pictures by means of the aerial camera. 
He must also be preficient in the han@ling of his work, Fairchild Aerial 
Camera, K-3, is mostly used by this, Section. 

The making of photographic mosaic maps is accomplished by placing together 
' two or more reconnaissance strips of a given terrain. To make a continuous 
image, these photographs must overlap in all directions in such manner that no 
part of the area is omitted. The making of photographic mosaics must be well 
planned at the outset of the work. The degree of accuracy desired must be 
decided, for this will determine the éxtent of the ground control necessary - 
that is, whether a map of the area will be sufficiently accurate upon which to 
. bese the control or whother the control must be obtained from a survey of the 
tract, 
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ARKANSAS AIRPORT DEVELOPMENTS 
By lst Lieut. J.L. Grisham. A.5S. 


The new year in Arkansas opens with bripbt prospects for military and 
commercial aeronautical development. Through the united efforts of the State 
officials, the. Arkansas Chapters of the National Aeronautic Association and the 
Little Rock Chamber of Commerce, there has been made available for military and 
commercial aviation one of the finest airports in the country. 

The enlargement of the present field by adding an additional tract of 
sixty-six acres will provide, when completed, an L-shaped field, each leg being 
approximately 2600 feet long. This makes available an Airport capable of 
accommodating the largest types.of military and commercial craft. The existence 
of two hangars, test. blocks, underground gasoline tanks and various other 
_ equipment , ail surplus at the Depot, adds to the attractiveness of this. Airvort. 
Two batteries of four regulation size flood-lights are being installed to provide 
for night ‘landings by those cross-country pilots who miscalculate their time 
of arrival. 

The Airport is one and one-half miles east. of Fifth and Main streets, the 
business center of Little Rock, and can be reached in five minutes by auto. 

The city traction line is within easy walking distance and a plan to extend it 
to the main entrance of the Airport is now being considered, Though so 
advantageously located,the Airport. is very accessible by air from the North, 
East and South. An altitude of ten feet on these three sides is sufficient 

to clear all obstacles. - V-5544, A.S. 











Approximately $3,000.00 has been spent in grading, leveling, draining and 

otherwise preparing this Port for the expected future use of its facilities. 
All work will be completed and the Port ready for use by February 15, 1926. When 
one remembers the expense of providing the additional acreage, together with the 
cost of preparing it, one can see the interest and enthusiasm being shown by the 
conmunity in this project. 

The need of such a Port in this district and its future importance may well 
be gauged by the fact that though still uncompleted it is being regularly used’ 
by Airways personnel in traveling from Dayton, Ohio, and points East to Dallas, 
Texas, and points South and West. The route being followed through Louisville, 
Ky., Nashville, Tenn., Memphis, Tenn., Little Rock, Ark., and Dallas, Texas, | 
traverses the Mississippi River Valley and the lowlands of Arkansas and Texas 
thereby eliminating the rough country to the North and West. . This course, being 
nearly the hypotenuse of a right-angled triangle, reduces the total distance by 
one hundred and sixty miles, as compared with the course via St. Louis and Kansas 
City. The number of large cities served by this shortened route is also 
attractive from a commercial view-point of more customers, 

~The 154th Army Observation Squadron, Arkansas National candi. will have five 
enlisted caretakers on the field at all times, in addition to the Depot. personnel 
and the large amount of parts in storage at the Depot, fully equipped Machine 
Shop, Gasoline, 0il and Hangar cast itdes will assure prompt and efficient 
service, 

Rooms for commissioned personnel are swailable at the Depot Officers' 

Club, though hardly necessary since a number of the leading hotels offer an 
attractive reduced rate to visiting Aviators. Nearly all the Clubs, Theatres, 
Civic Societies and several of the leading Restaurants, offer their facilities 
to visiting Aviators free of charge. 

The entire state is awake to aeronautical possibilities and are determined 
that its.:development shall be in keeping with the active and progressive develop- 
ment of the state’s other many natural possibilities. Many other towns in the 
state have formed Aero Clubs and are providing municipel Airports for use of their 
National Guard Squadron and other visiting aircraft. 

, “A plan for the employment of the Squadron this summer in flying search-light 
‘and tracking missions for the 206th, C.A.C., (Anti-Aircraft), Arkansas National 
Guard, shows the complete harmony which exists in the whole National Guard 

’ Organization and its progressive methods of training its personnel in the modern 
ways of waging wars. 

Arkansas invites you to pay it a visit, by air, at your convenience. Witness 
the wonderful facilities afforded and the “interest being shown in this new mode 
of travel and we prophesy that you will come again. 


woe 000mm 
NEW PRIMARY FLYING SLASS AT BROOKS FIELD 


The new primary flying training class at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
‘Starting the middle of March, will number 20 officers and 180 cadets. Plans have 
- Q@lready been made to take care of the reporting of the cadets with as much 
quickness and dispatch'as possible. .Among the new students to take training in 
the new class will be eight Cubans, oné-of them being an officer in the Cuban 
Army and the other seven Cuban flying cadéts. 

‘In view of the fact that the old stock of JN6H planes ax. soon be pit 
gone, either salvaged or sent to other fields, it is the intention to start the 
new March class in on-the new primary training ship ,the PT-1, thus ending the day 
of “Jenny” training at Brooks Field. 

Six pilots from Brooks Field ferried JN6H training planes to Little Rock, 
Arkansas, to be used there by the National Guard for training purposes. ‘In the 
near future Lieut. McKinnon will take an AT-1 to Baltimore, Md. The trip to 
Little Rock was successful, although it was necessary to gas the ships quite 
frequently. 

, Six National Guard officers also inns Brooks ‘Field to take the 
primary flying course, their training to start immediately. 
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A FRENSHMAN'S IMPRESSION OF AMERICAN AVIATION 
‘“""" A speech recently delivered by Mr. Louis Breguet, the noted French airplane 
manufacturer, throws interesting sidelights on the way at least one ‘Frenchman 
looks upon aviation in America, and the U. S. Government es a whole. © 
‘" Mr. Breguet's speech, which was translated from the French by Mr. Jose 
Vanier of McCook Field, and which appeared in a recent issue of the monthly 
publication "Slipstream" published in Dayton, is quoted, in part, as foilow 
“The Americans are our superiors when it comes to activity, social 
organization, development, unheard of efficiency in production and thsir desree 
of perfection.of applying scientific inventions to industry. In certain branches 
of human activity as for instance, the electrical industry, they are, it appeered 
to me, and this has been confirmed by the members of the French Commission of © 
Electricians, which I met over there, about ten years. ahead of us, - but the same 
holds hot true -when it comes to aviation. 
The aircraft indust try in the United States, and more generally the air idea, 
is not.as much developed as by us. Here at home, so close to immediate dangers 
of war, and with our fear for national safety, we have advanced more rapidly than 
the United States, whose location makes it kind of isolated from the rest. And, 
contrary to what occurs.in most great European powers = France, England, Italy, 
there is in the United States no unification of aeronautical problems and questions 
between the members of the Government , who occupy theuselves to play aerial 
politics, — 
' ‘They have a director or minister of war, anelogous to that which we had 
before the war, a minister for the Navy, and one for the U.S. Mail, but there is 
no organ of coordination ‘between the three departments. They have no department 
of acrial navigation, no centralization of the technical departments, neither. 
meteorological nor manufacturing branches or departments. The very great lack of 
an aerial navigation branch is followed by the immediate, absolute need of 
commercial aerial transports. This is of the greatest importance. ‘ 
' * Gertain private attempts ,made ‘shortly after the Armistice, have been 
abandoned , and actually, there is not one civil air transport line in existence. 
There is a certain number of men who ow airplanes which in the majority are but 
old war-time planes bought from surplus stock and remodeled’ into civil airplanes, 
and kept at the disposal of hurrying Americans, but the use of the airplane 
appears but little spread out and civil fiying is confined almost exclusively 
to aerial photography ,nore gener:lly tu short hops, exhibition and stunt flying. 
Under. such conditions ¢civil*‘atiation has not progressed very much and few attempts 
‘have been made by American comtructors to build passenger-carrying airplanes. 
_ It is nstmishine that the Americans, as a rule so enterprising have not 
tried to organize on cerdial sransport line and have not - as in most ‘European 
countries — solicited help and subsidation from their Government, 
I have tried to find the reason for it by inquiring from the most prominent 
American industrials and deduced from théir ariswers that one of the main réasons 
is the fear of having the Government meddle or interfere in private affairs. 
The Americans.are, in fact, very jealous of their independence: It isa _ 
manifestation of anti-state spirit, to which I shail refer to again further 
on. 


oh 
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As far as military aviation is concerned, America does not occupy the 
position which a nation so strong and great really should OCCUDY » The principal 
reason for it is thet the American Army is rather & militia, and ti.at the ; 
pre-occupations of national defense do rot exist in a permanent manner. — 

_ The Americans further seem, at least in their military tecyni:s, to have 
‘lost a little -of certain teachivigs end lessons of the greut war; the spirit 
of Sport, Saapipvorse) amongst them, has iet them to judge the value of an 
airplane joy its qualities for’ speed, and ‘maneuverability, and to relegate to 
second place the loading as well as its qualities of offensa or defense. 
So they have neglected the lightening of the airplane .bodies, and confined them- 
selves to raising the engine output , and in this respect they have gone | 
& long wey along the road to perfection. 

If foreign eyes are struck by the slowness of developtiont in the Army ina 
Navy Air Service in the United Si tates, a great number of American | citizens are 
equally of the same ‘sentanicnts. ; 
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The third branch, the Mail Service, uses to a great extent machines. 
of the DH type, mounted with Liberty engines. ' 

iThis branch has certainly shown some interesting results and should be 
adopted by us, that is from the standpoint of flying at night, as much by board 
instruments as well as by an excellent system of beacons erected along its routes , 
good ground organization and reliability of its power plants ; 

From the foregoing it may be concluded that the imericen constructor is’ 
forced to proceed at slow speed. The firms who have orders for as high as 80 
machines in any one year, are very few. The rest are satisfied in delivering 
two planes per month. 

Notwithstanding the few orders, the American constructors are at ease, as 
I have already stated. It is true that they do not maintain the vast plants 
Which soveral firms had established during war time activities, and that they 
continue their construction at much smaller scale, as for instance the “Wright'” 


“*. Sompany, which rents the space for its activities, But the establishments which 


they did keep, are well lighted, well arranged, admirably organized and well 
supplied. 

This ease of the aircraft builders is due to the enormous prices which the 
Government pays for its airplanes. To givé an illustration: The Curtiss firm 
has an order for ten observation planes, equipped with Liberty engines - the 
‘engines to be furnished by the Air Servicé,-'at a price of $25,000 each, or at 
the present rate of exchange, more than 600,000 francs, 

The Douglas Sompany, in the far West, has received an order for 75 machines 
at a price - considered in the American opinion as extremely low - of. $12,000 
per plane, or more than 300,000 francs, at the present rate of exchange. 

The Glenn Martin Company, at Cleveland, has an order for 70 long-distance 
torpedo carriers for the Navy, at a price of $22,500 each and which has been 
considered as very low, | 

Both Army and Navy tend to encourage the constructors in building record 
breaking ships, as was, in particular, the case for the Pulitzer as well as for 
the Schneider Cup Race, 

In this manner the Surtiss Company received an order for machines which, 
in fact, are worth speaking about: These airplenes,- mounted with wheels easily 
attain a speed of 440 km/hr; equipped with pontoons they realized, in the 
Schneider Cup Race, an average speed of 235 miles, or 380 km/hri ° One of this 
type of machines broke the world's speed record for seaplanes at 394 km/hr. . Now 
these airplanes, with their ——— and their’ set of pontoons, have been ordered 
from the Curtiss Company at 4 price of #100 ,000 each,.or 2,500,000 francs, at the 
present rate of exchange. 

Furthermore these machines have competed, not undér the responsibility” 
and supervision of the constructor, but under that ofthe Government , all — 
expenses and risks being taken by the Army and Navel Air Services. The Pulitzer 
Race, in particular, was a match between Army and pd pilots. The Army won the 
Pulitzer, as well as the Schneider Cup Race. 

The constructors are assisted and aided in iaiehins work by the Engineering 
Division of the Army, located at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, and by the 
Technical Sectién of the Navy at Philadelphia. The Engineering Division at | 
McCook Field, established during the war, is a very important unit and is 
equipped with all modern appliances. It also has several wind tunnels, one of 
which is of the pressure type. It has made some waaayy PPORRANE, perimental work. 

The McCook Field Division establishes the standard (or prototypes) which 
for a long time had been done by the constructors, the latter being now reduced 
to the role of makers (manufacturers). Only for the last year or so has the 
Government eased up on the manufacturers wha submit now entire airplanes 
designed by them, but still in accordance to ieee isa: of the Engineering 
Division, 

The Engineering Section of the Navy operates in the same manner. 

And now I wish to say a word about the American Construction method. 

Those constructors, by reason of the small number of orders, cannot apply 
to their products the methods which would make for economy. It is impossible 
with their small output, to use any special machinery. On the other hand, due 
to this, the piece work in the United States is very expensive, even though 
the material itself is comparatively cheap. Still the constructors have shown 
ingenuity in facilitating construction, even at the expense of economy, 
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This explains the particularly heavy constructions of which I have already 
spoken. I saw, for instance, some up-to-date machines whose fuselage had a 
dead weight, more then twice as high as ours here in Frence. 

In this connection the entry of my XIX type machine struck the American 
constructors, for they had not attached any importance to the question of 
lightness in construction. 

Entirely different principles guide them in their engine construction: The 
American engines are lighter than any other in ectucl existence. This lightness 
compensates to a certain extent the suoplementery weight in constructing the 
bodies of their machines. There is also, between the comparatively high weight 
of the body and the lightness of the encine, a big enough contrast; It explains 
the care of the Anérican constructors to win through the speed of their machines 
and to draw from their motors the highest horse-power possible. To obtain this 
they made their motors faster and faster; consequently they have lightened the 
moving parts and use light alloys in order to overcome the inertia forces. They 
have engines which turn up 2200, and during the race even 2500 r.p.m. 

From.the design standpoint these engines do not differ very much from ours. 
For the biggest part they are derived from the 300 h.p. Hispano Suiza, in 
quantity production in the Un ited States toward the end of the war by firms who 
had the license, 

Incidentally there is quite en interest in air-cooled engines. 

I also recall that the Liberty engine, which became know to France in 1918, 
has been improved upon and is now considered as a very safe and reliable engine, 
and of which there seems to be still about 10,000 on hand, which explains why 
the new type of American engines cre produced in such small numbers. 

The Curtiss 4-500 h.p. engines are ordered for pursuit ships exclusively. 
Observation, mail end several other types cf twin-engined planes are invariably 
mounted with Liberty engines. ; 

The Wright 650 h.p. engine is used for torpedo carriers and the Packard 
800 h.pe ensine with reduction gear is used in the heavy Huff-Daland bombers. 

And now a few words avout the Liberty a Race, in which my machines 
were entered. 

Most of the American machines were. remodeled Dii's, completely overhauled 
and rebuilt-according to the specifications of the Engineering Divssion , at 
McCook Field, 

For this race these airplanes had been refined; the wheels were equipped 
with disks, anything which could in ony wey increase air resistance was removed 
or covered, the heeds of bolts were covered with putty, ail strut fittings were 
steamlined., The propellers were of metsl and the machines had a re 
of about 450, 

These DH's were of different types, - necording to the modificati on which had 
been madc and also to whéther they belonged to the Army or Navy. 

One special new plane, made at McSook Field, showing the number "70" in the 
entry, was mounted with en air-cooled ‘Liberty, also constructed for the Army Air 
Service. This plane was without shock absorbers, to keep dotm resistance as 
- well as weicht. This machine would have csmo in second, that is, at the head of 
the American planes, if the pilot had thought to use his reserve supply of fuel, 
whereas he landed, thinking the entire fuel Supply was cxhausted. ~ ; 
Another racing machine was .a Douglas, an entirely new type, with a Packard 
engine of 500 hip. This.machine was one upon which the Americane had banked, 
but it did not errive at Mitchel Field until the eve of the.race. I must say 
that after heving examined it, my fears were Greatly reduced for this machine 
. Was , tor/tBfsons which I have already stated, of too heavy construction. , 

“I had entered two ordinary airplanes which I had no time to trim up. The 
machine piloted by Pelletier D'oisy even carried part of its bomb dropping gear. 
Their wheels were not streamlined, and even ordinary smooth tires. Lemaitre's 
“machine was equipped with a high compression Renault engine of nearly 570 h.p. 
“or something higher than the Packard in the Douglas entry, and it won the race 
Comparatively easy, and I say comparatively for'if Lemaitre had not encountered 

some trouble with his wing controls, he would have done still much' better. 
Pelletier D'oisy did-equally well, although his engine was about 80 h.p. slower 
than Lemaitre's in this contest with the pick of the American pilots in their 
well-prepared mathines. 
I could keep on speaking of the possibilities of. aviation of the future in 
the United States and tell ho» the Americans, by virtue of their industrial © 
power are bound to make up for their shortcomings alone certain important lines 
of aeronautical development. feel that it is further my duty as a Frenchman 








to Frenchmen to say a few words of the general impressions I have gained during 
my recent visit to that country. 

' The first thing that strikes a foreigner upon setting foot on the United 
States soil is the astonishing prosperity - it is really surprising. To-be sure 
this is dué in part to the natural resources of the country, but the real, main 
reason is the remarkable performance of the Americans in their activities. To 
cite just one example: An American workingman or mechanic, by virtue of his 
activity which is assisted by the fine equipment at his disposal, the general 
training he has received, the orgenization which is his guide, and still many 
other contributing factors, produces in one hour as much as the average Frenchman 
dees in four or five hours, Naturally he receives the full fruit of his output, 
earning four or five times the average daily wage of the French workman, Looked 
at from this standpoint the net cost of most American products is as high and 
Sometimes higher than similar articles made in France, But one thing sure, the 
cost of living i: not in proportion to the cost of manufactured products, when 
one takes into account food, house rental, clothing, etc, 

Living conditions in cities seeréd to me to be about four times higher than 
in French cities, but on the average it is about twice as high as in France. 
Still, with four.times the income of our workmen the American is more than twice 
as well to do as our own working class. 

'" ‘Their general working hours amounts to eight hours per day, and all 
additional overtime is paid for at a still higher cate, so if a worker’ is 
economical he can lay aside at least half of what he earns and grow to riches 
rapidly, — 

; It is true, in gencral, that the American does not like to economize, and 
prefers to eat. So the consumption per individual is much higher than it is 

in France, and we are safe to state that of 110 millions of Americans nearly all 
are over-eaters, if we except the babies, incompetents and old folks. 

One thing which struck me first was the fact that nearly every grown 
person owned an automobile. When one approached Mr. Ford on this subject he 
answered: "I want every one of my men’ to become independent enough to buy’ an’ 
automobile; sinte there are some 180,000 of these workers it means just 180 ,000 
more cars to sell." <And really this is practically what happens. — 

The Government runs the mail, but otherwise interferes but very little 
with the particular affairs of the country and does not ‘pursue any regular 
state policy, good or otherwise. It is just to say that when the state does 
interfere fousten house, police, etc.) it shows itself particularly pestering 
and rude, at times even brutal. 

' The lesson I gained is: That we mist organize and reduce the net cost 
of all our products if we want to compete with America. Our workers must aid 
us in doing this. ‘We must in turn educate them to the benefits of American 
methods, for only in that way can we reap the full benefit of our production. 
It should be our policy that "Only Work Produces Riches." 
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~. THE AIR MEET AT BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. 

* Some 15,000 people witnessed the Air Meet held at Bakersfield, Salif., 
on Washington’ s Birthday, February 22nd, which was participated in by 
practically all the Army, Navy and Marine Corps flying fields in California. 
Seven pilots and a like number of observers from Crissy Fieid left on February 
20th-to attend the Meet, viz: Pilots - lst Lieuts. J.W. Benton, Lloyd Barnett, 
Master Sgt. T.J. Fowler, Staff Sgts. 5.B. Guile, P.L. Woodruff, Capt. Eaton 
(Reserve) and Lieut. Little (Réserve) Observers - lst Lieut. A.W. Marriner, — 
Lieut. Thomas (Reserve), Lieut. Durham (Reserve), Staff Set. J.W. Yates, Tech. 
Sgt. ¢.F. Gravlin, CSorporals F.J. Willard and W.B. Townsend. These men were the 
guests of the Bakersfield Chapter of the National Aeronautical Association 
while in Bakersfield. This Chapter just recently established, is the second to 
be-organized in the State of California. 
; The Navy sent a contingent from San Diego, as did the Marines. There were 
also Reserves from San Diego, Los Angeles and San Francisco. The number of 
planes present at the Meet, including Army, Navy, Marine and civilian, was | 
approximately seventy-five. The Navy and Marine Corps did all the acrobatic - 
stunt flying and practically furnished all the flying for the Meet, as the Arny 
was prohibited from flying because the necessary bond was not fursianed 

On the night of the arrival of all the planes at Bakersfield, a dinner was 
given for all the visiting aviators by the Bakersfield Chapter of the National 
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~~ Aeronautic Association. The Corps Area Air Officer, Lieut.-Col,. F. P. Lahn, was 
the principal speaker durinz the evening end sav telk on the develonmert of 
aviation. He complimented Sakersfiel: highly on its being the second c 
in California to organize a National Aeronautic Association Chapter. Ait: the 


dinner a dance was held to which all the feminine pulchritude from Bakerstield 
and the surroundine hamlets came, The general conCensus af opinion was that a 
good time was had by all. 
FREIGHT SHIPMENTS TO AND FROM FAIRFIELD DEPOT. 
The Supply Depot at Fairfield, Ohio, has transacted "quite some" business 
during the past six months. The following table shows the extent of incoming 
and outgoing shivments. 
OUTBOUND SHIPMSNTS FOR SIX MONTHS ENDING DEC. 31, 1925: 
7 a 
14 


Freight «- -« - « = = = = = 672 shipments w= 2,051,142 lbs, 
-ExpresS =e +2 - eee == 53 a iT ,%2 * 
Parcel Post = = « = = = = = 759 " -- 7,91 * 
Lecal Deliverye - = = = = =1822 ™ -- Unknown 
Delivery by Air - Saale ag " oan " 
SHIPMENTS RESEIVED DURING s IX MONTHS ENDING DEC. 31, 1925. 
Freight «--<«---. ==| == 774 wagmeats - 3,813,774 lbs; 
Express -= = =< =< « = = = < 233 “ee pend en oe 
Porcel Post = = = = = = = = 240 ” oo 3225 * 
Local Delivery= - - - = = = 905 “ w- 443 "452 ne 
Delivery by Air ----+-+ =. 47 7 oe 97,452. " 


* Does not include coal shipments amounting to 110 shipments, 11,711,100 lbs. 
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A FORCED LANDING IN A CEMETERY 


Fate plays strange tricks at times, A Lieutenant on duty in the Office, 
Chief of Air Service, took off the other day from Bolling Field in a Snerry 
Messenger plane for a eerane flight, and while over a cametery not far from 
the field his plane became disabled, He was too busy maneuvering his plane to 
the ground to realize the grave danger confronting him and managed to meke a 
successful landing near the cemetery - about the inst solace in the world an 
aviator would care to land. Life hes its little jokes, however, On investi- 
gation, the Lieutenant discovered that it was a Hebrew cemetery, and being a 
true “son of the auld sod" he is wondering whether the combination of Jewish 
luck and Christien science did not have something to do with his lucky escape, 
The Lieutenant's story of the accident is as follows: 

“A few minutes before the accident I made a very stcep bank to get out of 
the path of a DH. I do not know whether the pilot of the DH saw me or not. I 
recall putting corisiderable strain on ail the controls in this maneuver, also 
that the air was quite rough and the bumps slammec the plane around: quite a good 
deal, My rudder or rudder bar post became fouled in some way. I thought at 
first that it was the rudder but when I landed I found that the rudder bar had 
Split. In coming down with my rudder useless I was forced to keep the ship 

raight chiefly with my ailerons and elevatcrs. I made the landing in a rough 
field and broke the tail off the ship. My head struck the side of the cowling 
and my leg was brudsed. I aenaged to get out . the plane without any trouble 
and went to the nearest thidehone to report the accident to Bolling Field. 

I cid not have time to feel frishtened. I did think of jumping out of the 
plane with my parachute but feared that the plane would go out of control and 
start spinming before I could set out. Another thing which caused me to hesitate 
about jumping was the fact that with my parachute strapped on I was in a pretty 
tight squeeze in the Sperry cockpit and had doubts about being able to get out in 
time. I felt somehcw thet I could manage to make a landing straight ahead, and 
subsequent events justified my decision. While in the act of making a landing 
one wing and then the other had a tendency to-drop each time a gust of wind came 
along, but I managed to correct this by giving opposite aileron, 

It is my opinion that the rudder bar split from the extra strain placed on 
it, and I think the strain must have been a twisting one, as the bar was split 
forward. A pebble lodged somewhere may have first ceused the fouling, 
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WHESLER FIELD CETS AMPHIBIAN 


The Engincering Densrtment at Whecsler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H., 
which is in charce of lst Lieut. Jack J. O'Connell, recently turned over to the 
4th Observation Squadron for operetion « Loening Amphibian. Due consideration 

ust be given to those officers who made nossible the final assembling of this 
land-water eircreft from the cretes und its successiul test flight by their 
entirely voluntary capacity as advisers to the Engineering Officer, namely, 
lst Lieuts. George W. McEntire and Clarence P. Talbot, A.5. 

The Amphibian performs exceptionally well on Wheeler Field, and it is 
proving to be as good a water plane as it is a land plane. The Squadron will 
make much good use of "Ammy", as lst Licut. E.S. Davis has named it, in © 
observation work for the Soast Artillery snd for inter-isiend flights. In this 
country where-so many flights over the water are necessary and where in the 
event of forced landings the pilot would in most cases head for the water, the 
4th Observation Squadron could use more airplanes of this type most effectively, 
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QUITE SOME BREEZE 


The News Letter Correspondent from Selfridge Field, Mt, Clemens, Mich., 
touching on the many varieties of weather they had been experiencing, states 
that on Thursday, February 25th, the wind blew with unabated fury all day, 
reaching at two o'clock in the afternoon a speed of about 65 miles an hour. 
Immediately after lunch, at hangar five (17th Pursuit Squadron) Old Boreas; 
celebrated its freedom by picking a big hangar door from the hands of several 
men who were trying to close it, and whisked it away up and over their startled 
heads across the road to the door of the Officers' Glub, broken beyond repair, 
Fortunately, no one was injured, although several were not quite sure they were 
ell together until minutes afterward, ; 


anantiQQenne 
i SHIPS FOR THE FIRST PURSUIT GROUP 


The First Fursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Gliemens, Mich., always 
welcoming innovations and improvements, even experiments, anxiously awaits 
the arrival of the new P-2 Pursuit Plané, sister ship of the P-l, with the 
new 550 h.p. Curtiss engine, type V-1400. "Can't make ‘em too fast for the 
Group pilots," says the NEWS LETTER Corresbdondent, "and it's getting rather 
tiresome cruising around at only 140 or 150 miles an hour. Then there cemes 
next week, go they tell us, a new training ship two-seater, the Curtiss: 

0-1, also-equipped with the new V-1400. Be kinda nice to cross-country at 135 
Iiles an hour. So long 'Jenny' and AT- im, 
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" THE DOUGLAS 0-2 SQUADRON 

All Douglas 0-2 airplanes at Kelly Field belonging to the 10th School 
Group were assignéd to the 43rd School Squadron PEs This squadron will 
henceforth be an 0-2 squadron, a 

While on the subject of the 0-2 airplane, which is manufactured by the 
Douglas Sompany at. Santa Monica, Calif., and which is now being distributed 
throughout the entire Air Service in this country, it may be stated that the 
delivery of these planes to various destinations involves no expense to the 
Governuent for freight charges, an Air Service field desiring to obtain its 
allotted share of 0-2's sends a nurber of pilots across the continent by air, 
either in a Mattin Bomber or a Douglas Transport, and the new ships are flow 
back, This method not only saves considerable time but also tends to economy 
in the operating expenses of the Air Service, as thousands of dollars are saved 
that would otherwise be exnended for packing, crating and shipping the airplanes 
by rail across the continent. Shipping airplanes by rail involves great delay. 
It takes several weeks for a freight shipment from the Pacific — to reach 
an eastern station. More time is spent in unpacking the shipments ,wssembling 
the planes and flight teeting them before they are put into actual ‘use, 
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“Under the system now in vogue the ships are assembled at the Douglas factory, 
flow to their various destinations and are ready to be out into immediate 
operation, besides affording the pilots ferrying these ships excellent cross- 
country flying practice. 

The Air Service is about the only branch of the Army which is able to act 
as its ow transporting egency. 
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BRICKBATS AND BOUQUETS 


‘Air Service personnel have a growl against Lieut. Carl F. Greene, author 
of the well-known "Dear Ed" letters, They have grow so accustomed to looking 
forward to these letters thet when the NEWS LETTER reaches them and they do not 
find an "Ed" letter therein they feel thet they nave been robbed, cheated, or 
what will you. The Editor appreciates the fact that Frienc Greene is a very 
busy man these days pursuing a hectic “"Teckricle" course at the McCook Field 
Engineering College and for that reason hesitates to request him to contribute 
his literary efforts more regularly. He does desire to acquaint Lieut. Greene 
with the fact, however, that his letters are greatly appreciated by NEWS LETTER 
readers /tf ther they would like to see them broadcasted more frequently. 

Not long ago mention was made in the NEWS LETTER that a number of Air Servic 
Service fields were not sending in news itens covering their activities. Since 
that time several fields have responded by sending in contributions, but the 
following fields have yet to be heard from; 


Mitchel Field Bolling Field Pope Field 

Luke Field Scott Field Middletown Air Int. 
, Depot 

Marshall Field , Norton Field Post Field 


“Once more it is esked that the Publicity Officers at these fiélds make 
arrangements to send in contributions to the NEWS LETTER regularly. 

What has become of the Luke Field FISHTALE? Several officers have 
propounded this query to the Editor, but being as much in the dark on this 
subject as they are no answer was vouchsafed. The Luke Field FISHTALES has not 
been seen around these parts for many months, and it has been greatly missed, 
for it was bright, newsy and interesting, No doubt many other officers, who 
have served a tour of duty in Hawaii and are now in the States are also puzzling 
over the mystery. As a matter of fact, no news of the activities in Hawaii has 
been received for some time. Only the other day, after a lapse of several 
months, a letter came straggling in from Wheeler Field. How about Luke Field? 

It is hoped that FISHTALE has not signed off, If it has - a thing much to 
be regretted - it is hoped that the Publicity Officers of the Hawaiian Air 
Service fields will bestir themselves and send in news items covering the 
activities thereet regularly from now on. 
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TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHTS MUSH IN VOGUE 


"Flying to the Pacific Coast is proving one of the major activities of 
Langley Field these days", writes the NEWS LETTER Correspondent. He then goes > 
On to say: -"In. addition to four bombers which left this station January 20th in 
command of lst Lieut. J.M. Davies, a Douglas C-l Transport, with Captain F.E, 
‘Galloway in command, lst Lieut. E.R. McReynolds, pilot, end Staff Sergeant 
Harry Glascock, mechanic, left here March lst for Mitchel Field via Bolling. 

At iitchel Field the transport picked up ten pilots, and returning to Bolling 

_ it took on one more officer and then proceeded over the airways to St. Louis, 

*. when still another pilot boarded the ship. At the time of writing the transport 
is at Little Rock, Arkansas, and with good weather should reach Santa Monica by 
March 12th, 

It is believed that this flight will’ conclusively prove the value of this 
type airplane, Five pilots are being transported comfortably and expeditiously 
@s well as economically to the Pacific Coast in order that they may ferry to 
their home stations five new Douglas 0-2 planes. It is understood that this 
method of delivery of these airplanes will effect a saving of several thousand 
dollars to the obit It would undoubtedly be of interest to the Air 








Service as a whole to have the cost firtres nublished showing the cost of 
eifecting this transfer by air as compered to the cost of rail shipment." 
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WAR NMDADTIET AQAMLA LPPEPAT IN ATo epreytTs 
VAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR SERVICE OFF 





chanzes in Station: Lieut. benj. 
J. Reed, Langicy Fiel 

Lieuts, Ecwin K. Prehison; Theodore 
John L. DePew, Raymo: 
Brooks Field, to Fort Sem Houston, Texus, for duty. 

Capt. Horace N. Heisen from Langley Field to Boston Air 

Major Henry HK. Arnold from Office, chief of Air Service 


~~ Baldwin > Sra: R 


‘LSERS 


. SCassicy, Scott field; Lieut. Walter 

d; to Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, March 15. 
Russell T. Finn; 

id ©. Conder and Wiley T. Moore from Primary Flying School, 


port, March 20, 
to Fort Riley, Kans 


Lieut. Vialter K. Burgess, upon completion of foreign service tour, to 


Kelly Field, Texas, 


Lieut. Alden R. Srawford fromBrooks Field to Philippines, 
Major Norman W. Peek from Scott Field to Akron, Ohio, in District Office. 


Lieut. Walter Miller from Srissy Field to Kelly Field. 


Lieut. Alfred I. Puryear from Walter Reed General Hospital to Langley 


Field, Va. 


Capt. Wim. E. Kepner from Brooks Field to Scott Field, Ill. 


Lieut.-col, Ira F. 
College, 
Major John B. 


ravel, Office, Shief of Air Service 


Brooks, Mitchel Field, to Army “Yar Colleg 


, to Army War 


Ee 


Major Earl L. Naiden, Langley Field, to Army War Collece. 


Details to Air Service: Licuts. Joe L. Loutzenheiser and Wilfrid H. Hardy, 





° 


avalry, end Lieut. Sidney L. Douthit, Infantry, to Air Service 


School jbrooks byt saree Texas, March 13, 
Transfers Lieut. Arthur 5. Boll, A.S. Ft. San Houston 
Lieut, Welborn B. Griffith, Jr., A.5. to Infantry. 
Promotions: lst Lieut. Clyde V. Finter to Santain, Jan 
end Lieut. Frank H. Jerdone, Reserve, on active duty at 
lst Lieut.,; A.S. Reserve, March 2. 





Primary Flying 
+o Signal Corps; 


vary 27th, 
Langiey Field, to 


Resignations: 1st Lieut. Leigh Wade, March 3; lst Lieut. Wallace R. 





Fletcher, March 3i, 
Leaves of Absence: Licut. James B, 
Grandison Gardner, 1 month, 22 days, uvon iganicesion foreign 





arroll, 4 days, Feb. 19; Lieut. 


service tour 


Lieut. Ashley ©. McKinley, leave extended 20 days; Licut. Walter H. Reid, 2 


months upon arrivel in United States; Lieut. Orin J, Bushey, 


March 25th; Major Henry H. Arnold, 10 days, March 8th; Lieut. 


1 month, 10 days, 
Delmar H, Dunton, 


2 months, on arrival in United States; Lieut. John A. Macready, 3 months, 


16 days, March 8th; Lieut. 
Major Joseph T. McNarney, 1 month, July 1. 


‘To Walter Reed General Hospital for Observation and Treatment: 


Wn, 0, Goldsborough, 1 month, 9 days, June 95 


Captain 





Captain Idwal H. Edwards, Office, Chief of Air Service; lst Lieut. Frank N,. 


McKee, Norton Field, Columbus, Ohio 
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Kelly Field, San Antonic, Texes, Fetruory 26th. 





Approximstely 4C airvlanes ieft on Ssturday, Fed. 20th, for Galveston, 


Texas, for machine cun proctice of students of the ..graduating class of the 

Air Service Advanced Fiying School. On February 16th the truck train, commosed 
of fuel tank and trucks cerryinar equinment for the expedition, left Kelly 
Field for Gelveston, Csptain A. B. McDeniel is in comand of the expedition 


and Capt. Burdette 5. Wrignt is the Cperations Officer. 

The third quintet of Kelly Fielc pilots toot off for Santa Monica to 
ferry back new Douglas 0-2 planes to this station, 

Lieut. Emil ©. Viel, A.S., reported for duty with the lOth School Group 
on Feb, Sth and was essigned to the Flying ten, Biss 

Capts. R. Beam and Wm. E. Lynd left Chanute Field Feb. 15th, bringing with 
them to Kelly Field two Snanish Air Service officers - Carts, Oarlos Pastor and 
Sarlos Surtorius = who expect to remein at Kelly approxim sper one week, 

A number of Kelly Field cadets rade a cross-country to Fort Clark on 
Saturday, Feb. 13th, returning sane dey with exception of one Cadet who caused 
the outfit some worry by not showing up on schedule time and who did not arrive 
until Sunday morning. Many wild guesses were made as to what part of the wild 
and woolly country aad of Uvalde he was in, but it turned out that he had 
become lost and had returned to Yort Glarx, 

The baseball seacon has begun in ecrnest. All the squadrons at Kelly are 
getting in their spring practice, exch confident of finishing well in front in 
the Kelly Field léague. Although it is hard to judge this early in the season, 
the 40th School Squadron and the 10th School Group Headquarters are the two 
squads that look the most promising. Kelly Field is looking forward to a great 
baseball year, 

in a hot and hectic baseball gare on the Kelly Field diamond the married 
officers of the field sent the bachelors down to an inglorious defeat. Remark- 
able pitching by Capt. J.H. Davidson of the 3rd Attack Group, combined with the 
inpenetrable infielding of the benedicts was responsible for their victory. 
Lieuts. John B. Patrick, T.W, Blackburn and Capt. 7.I. Eglin starred for the 
married officers. The score wes approximately 14 to 6. 

Lieut. Frederick A. Johnson, whe recently underwent an operation for 
appendicitis at the Stanton Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and contracted 
double pneumonia, is now convalescing and should be back with us in the near 
future, , 

Lieut. James H. Doolittle, from McCook Field, arrived here Feb. 19th to 
inspect the ¥B's recently put out of ‘commission. . 

The Douglas Transports of the 40th Sauadron were busy last week ferrying 
men to Galveston on the gunnery expedition, The Douglas is a zreat improvement 
over the Martin Bomber for this purpose. More men can be carried at less 
expense and less vork, 

end Lieut.-Edward F, Booth left Feb, 16th for St. Louis over the Model 
Airways. ; 

Major H. 5. Burwell, 0.0. of the 3rd Attack Groun, returned here Feb. 17th 
from Southern California where he spent a four months’ vacation. Major burwell 
at once proceeded by rail to Washinston for a conference with the Chief of Air 
Service relative to the Attack Group. 

Sgt. Karl W. Criss, Hdars. Detachment, 3rd Attack Group, while returning 
from Laredo, Texas, had the misfortune to lose control of his motorcycle and 
was hurled headlong into a ditch at the side of the road. He was taken to the 
Station Hospital at Keliy Field, where his condition is not considered. serious, 
The accident occurred on the Frio City Road about one mile northeast of Pearsall, 
Texas, 


~ 


Lieut. o. McK. Robinson and Staff Sgt. P.E. Johnson, pilots, with Set. Lipp 
and Corp. Shaw as passengers, left Feb. 2Znd on a cross-country to Paris, Texas, 
Lieut. Hornsby and Old and Sgt. Messer arrived here from Maxwell Field, 

Montcomery, Ala,, Feb. 25th, in a Martin Bomber, enroute to the West Coast. 
Licuts, Horton, Hawkins, and Set. Suwith arraved here from Langley Field, 
Feb. 25th in a Martin Bomber, enroute to the West Coast, 
Lieuts. Cousland and Sgt. Mick arrived from Post Field, Okla. Feb. 26th, 
Lieut. Cousland returned Sgt. Mick to the Station Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, 








Selfridge Field, Mt. Glemens, Mich, 





Although the Air Service Fews Letter has had no word from Selfridge for 
several months, ‘tis no sisn the field hes reeched that te Of eternal reace 
wherein everything becomes as nothine. Fer frou it! Erch day possible for 
flying sees the sky dotted with roarinz planes interspersed with the mad hum of 
machine gun fire as they streak dowaward uvon the ground tarzets piling up almost 
unbelievable scores, 1 quis men growl and bape: at their pilots' uncanny 
accuracy as they peste endless pasters end mark the hits. And, while the field 
has few pursuit ships, t esc few are maintsuined in elmost perfect condition and 
flown continually, for there are not enouzh to go around, 

The Detroit North Pole Expedition having exacted its toll from the flying 
personne! of the field in taking Major Thomas C, Lanphier and Technical Serceant 
Charles M, Wiseley, who purchased his discharce from the service, we feel that, 
even thouch we haven't had a lot to say, no one could quite forzet us, Then, 
too, there were the Winter Maneuvers at Oscoda, Ilichigaun, where the Group per- 
forned patrols, reconnaissaice, formations, and routine tests in addition to 
daily machine gunnery, 211 of which wes in the papers - some of our pictures 
even, Still we are sorry we forget the Air Service NEWS LETTER and we'll try 
not to be so negligent in the future, 

necently a Surtis Bomber came in from McCook Field. Lieut. Batten pilot, 
with Mr. Rivers and Mr. Dowges, both employes at McCook, came iooking for deep 
snow ior testing the big bombing skis. For atmosphere, Lieut. Batten, brought a 
genuine, full blooded, black-tongued, red-coated chow dog with him, which 
immediately wanted to contest eery hound on the Post, Due to an intermittent 
sun which burns hot at odd moments during the day it may be necessary for the 
Bomber to go still farther North for deep snow, vossibly the Group's old camping 
ground at Oscoda, 
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Selfricgee Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., March 1, 1926. 
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The other morning with about three or four inches of snow on the field we 
Changed our shins from wheels to skis and had them on the line in the frosty air 
in about twenty minutes. On March lst the snow all gone after a miserable day 
of rain and mist, we reversed the change and hed the wneels on in nine minutes 
flat and the shins 911 ready to go long tefore the appointed hour of eight forty- 
five. 

Wednesday, before we lost the snow, was devoted to the testing of heavy 
duty skis. Two DeHavilands and one Vougias Transport made several flights during 
the morning and afternoon until, due to rapid melting of snow - when it, became 
almost impossible to attain a speed over fifteen miles an hour - all flying was 
suspended, One ski had been installed cn a Bomber when it was necessary to get 
the ship out of the wind immediately, lopsided as it was, for the hubs of the 
skis are several inches higher then those of the wheels anc, in a high wind, 
this condition might easily cause considerable destruction, It took twenty men 
with strong backs and bulging muscles to get the ship out of danger. 

But the work was not in vain, for we woke the next morning to find the 
field a sea of water and a high np blowing, so that all formations .were held 
indoors, The weather had to be disagreeable when that happens, although the 
men rather enjoy it, One on the "Top Kick", so to speak. 





Langley Field, Hempton, Va., February 26th, 


The personnel of the 2nd Wing Headquarters are looking forward with grea 
expectations of having a most enjoyable summer, as the Organization Commander 
purchased a 35-foot motor boct with the organization funds, assuring the, members 
of this organization many pleasures for years to come. This boat is considered 
one of the best of its kind at Langley Field and large enough to accommodate 
all the members of the organization, The boys are making great plans for the 
summer, and if they work out the organizations at Langley Field will certainly be 
fed up on fish and more fish. 

llth Bombardment Squadron: During the past week the Squadron flew 20 
hours and thirty minutes, consisting of 32 flights. 

An item worthy of appreciation is the commendation by Major Brereton, Group 
Commander, after his last inspection on February 13th, on the condition of the 
berracks, flying equipment and the general appearence of the Squadron. The 
outfit shows a vast improvement over its previous condition, and would rank 
first were a comparative rating system adopted within the Post, 
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Staff Sergeant Wiltur Meier of this urgun. m thrilled the merbers of 
the post with one of the lonzest parechute jumps ever made on this field. Sete 
Meier on Fob. 15th, jusped diy a Martin Bomber pilotec by Ocdet Tefft, not 

} G a coupl of undred feet oi the ground. ASide 
» Meier felt none thé worse from the jump. 
The hangar wes the scone of « firs on Feb. i9th. Firetdroke out in t 

stcck room, anc due to the quick work of the men in the hanger at the tin ie 
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fire was under hand by the tine enters arrived. Staif Sct. h 
received first depree burns on lle putting the fire out, and 
aia tweda a Asir sine A _ tis witec® nan ; 1 
iso received a hair singe free Very: little dumage was done by the 
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20th. Borb. Sguadron, As we expected, our Basketbell team came through 
with Tiying Colors, reaching secone place in the pennant race by giving the %6th 
bru 3 sg CCTs we have stil 
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enc they have amply repuid us for our loyalty and confidence in then, 
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For some timo now ye have been planning fer the coming base-ball season 
i news for an oliester 

S pping aprle tossers ore imnrovinz. In fact, our hones have beer 
realized, for with such old timers as Uorporals 
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and as the time for spring training draws nearer our che 
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hat our first sack will be hela dorm by no less % pe 
Licsut. A. Lindeburg, himself. The steadying influence und true sportsi aan 
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of our. present Commanding Officer will so far towards bringing out our fiery 
young athletes ¢ i ; 
placed in the able 
running macnine which, we el suse, wiil be herd to bot. 
96th Bombardment Squadron. vapisin Bleck, our VOREARCINE ofticer for 
nearly four years, leit us to tose charre of the training of the Maryland 
ational Guard Air Units et Baltimore, Mad. His soing is universally regretted 
end we feel that the Guard is.most fortunate in having with them such a 
capable and popular officer. 


oner level, which is at the top. The team has been 
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Szt. lieyers who will mold them into a smooth 
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Lieut. McReynolds flew the D ouglas Transport to Washington end back during 
the week being held over a dey or so enroute when a heavy snow storm occasioned 
a forcec ianuing,. 

Work on the Squadron anc Group Treining Schecule continues unabated which 
pe our plenes in the air pretty constantly. We find ourseives well up to date 

the first stage ending with February. 

19th Airshiv Gomceny. Durinz the first part of February the’ f#irships 
“po-4" and "“TA-5" in 31 flights in eight flyiarc days, flew over 5C hours, which 
is exceedingly well for Lighter-tn ienefireraft this time of tne year, Enlisted 
personnel of the Sompany were given flights for instruction. The commission 
personnel of the Flight Surgeon's cffice, this stction, Major B. be Warriner , 
Captains S.B. Clinard and D.R. Blakely, M.o. were given flichts for training and 
observetion. 

On ghe end and 15th of the month "TT-4" mede cross-country flights to 
Weshington, D.c., and officers from the Cffice, Chief of Air salir oh (Lt.-Col, 
I.F, Fravel, Cantain R,E. Q'Neill and Lieut. H.G. Montecomery), and uASOrS 
Rush Be Lincoln and J.D. Reerdan, Office, Chiet of Staff, made 
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On Feb. 17th, Captain Charles P. Clark, piloting the "TO-4", made a 
special flicht for the purpose of observing all naval craft movement in the 
entrance to Chesapeake Bay, Virginia, during the maneuver in the defeat of the 
enemy . : f 

General routine flights were wade by the Airships "TCO-4" and "YA-5" to 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Portsmouth, Newport News, Williamsburg, and Richmond, Virginia, 
carrying us passengers, men of the company who are inexperienced in Air Service 
work and flying. ow that all men on flying status have made more than their 
requirec flights for the month, ail the recruits, avout 20 in number, will 
given flischts to acquaint them with flyirg end see how they like it, 

Flying time for the month ending Fel. Oth wes: Daily aircraft hours: 
7:10; daily man*hours:‘144:35; daily cross-country aircraft hours: 14:20; 
ally ¢ross-country man-hours: 61:40. 
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Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.i., Felruary lst. 





There has been unusual interest in violent exercise since the officers took 
their physical examinations. Captein Wheeler, Lieut. Lundell, Lieut. Brow, 
Lieut. Davidson, Lieut. Benson, Lieut. Jordan «nd Lieut. Meblein are most 
insistent on having an hour or more of fzxst volley ball every day. They are not 
content with this method alone so they can be seen often going through all 
motions of expert swimmers and beach voys off Baleiwa Beech. Lieut. Archer, 
Lieut. M.J. Smith and Lieut. Kemmer joined the squadron a few months ago and 
are being given the real dope on sea fishing by Lieut. Davis. There has been no 
catch to boast of yet. It is evident though that there are deer, goats, and 
wild hogs in this vicinity of the Pacific, Several of the Squadron display fine 
specimens of deer hides and horns. The Squadron is well located for its , 
personnel to enjoy a fine climate, good hunting, good fishing end swimming, 

One of the most unique and probably the largest attended dance ever held 
by the military in Hawaii was the Mechanics' Ball, given at Wheeler Field by 
the officers of the Fourth Observation Squadron on the night of January 29th. 

A very conservative eatimate would be that 1200 persons attended the affair. 
The costumes for the occasion were, for the mechanics, coverails and motor 
srease, and for their wives and lagy friends, coveralls, houge* aprons or what 
have you? These dress rules were set down on invitations printed on a good grade 
of mechanics’ lawn, easily recognized ee sand-paper. Some of the mechanics fore 
got the social plane of the affair So far that they even brought chewing © 
tobacco and some of their wrenches along with them. It was a typical Hawaiian 
moonlight night, and it was evident to anyone residing on the island of Oahu 
that something of special importance wes going on because a giant ant¢-aircraft 
searchlight illumined the winding wey to Wheeler Field. The big hancar was 
well transformed into a tropical grove with shop effect here and there. Naval 
signal flage and parachutes were suspendec from the rafters, The parachutes 
were hung in such a way that with the vari-colored lights dropped through their 
centers they reflected the light in such a manner as to appear as large morning 
glories, Rows of cane staiks, date and cocoenut palms, and banana trees covered 
the walls, The several exhivits interested many when they were not dancing. 
At the entrance was our prized Amphibicn with a platicrm so that interested 
guests could inspect the cockpits, In one corner was a “Forced Landing" with 
an SB-5 on its nose in a cane ficld. In another place our DH-4 with bomb racks 
and bombs was shown, Then a visit to Captain V. T. Scott's flight surgeon's 
“Office” afforded a number of high-ranking officers the opportunity for ‘testing 
their qualifications as flyers in the whirling chair, and their sles aca casted 
to high voltage equipment and ammonia scented flowers. 
' "Good music was furnished by two orchestras. ‘The surprise feature of the 
evening was the introduction of a composition, "The Wheeler Field March,” by 
Mr. Sgt, Oswald, dedicated to our commanding officer, Captain ¢, F, Wheeler. 
The grand march was led by Mrs. Wheeler and General Wn. R. Smith. The machine 
shop turned out sendwiches, the meat of which was cut on a power hack-saw, and 
cream for the coffee was squirted from long-spouted oil cans. The mechanics. 
Ball was a great success and was much enjoyed by the flyers and wives stationed 
in Hawaii as well as by the ladies and officers of all other branches at © 
Schofield Barracks. Due credit must be given to Lieut. McEntire, Loeut Etheridge 
Lieut. O'Connell, Lieut. Wallace G. Smith and Lieut. Talbot for their efforts 
in preparing the details for this dence, 
A ty sap the Mechanics' Ball, a farewell dinner was given by Captain 
and Mrs. ©. F. Wheeler for the officers of the 4th Observation Squadron and 
-their wives, in honor of Captain and Mrs. Verner T. Scott, and Lieut. and Mrs, 
_H. W. Prosser, who are leaving soon, Everyone appeared in shop dress and the 
appointments for the dinner were carried out in shop style. The tables were 
. laid with blue-and white table cloths and the guests were seated on the 
familiar unpainted mess stool. A hearty mechanics' dinner was served and 
included roast beef and gravy, baked beans, carrot pudding, and Captain Wheeler's 
favorite horse-radish. 

Lieut. Prosser left for station at Kelly Field on February 6th. While 
Lieut. Prosser was here as Engineering Officer, the equipment for which the 
Engineering Department was responsible operated most successfully, and the 
Squadron regrets the loss of his services, 

Congratulations are in order for Lieut. and Mrs. R. D. Moor, who recently 
increased the personnel by the arrival of their second daughter, Marilyn. 

Our Communications Officer, Lieut. Wallace "Static" Smith, is now 
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experimenting with bellcon suspendec antennoe tc be used on the Amphibian, jn 
case of forced heer at sel. In the emergency ccuvipment of the plene it is 


ern tc be used to inflate 
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planned to carry @ small tank of compressec hydreze 
id to tne end of the antenna, when 


meteorological bulloons, which are in turn tie 
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Record firing of the i2th Observation Squadron and ist Photo Section of 
Pistol Target Season of 1926 was completed by all officers and men of these 
organizations, with the exception of 15 recruits lately joined who have not yet 
completed their preliminary training. Or the 385 men who fired the course, onl 
six failed to qualify, 32 qualifying as pistcl experts, 19 as pistol sharp- 
shooters anc 28 as pistol marksmen, - 2 percentage of 92.94. This result is 

onsicered very ¢ rood in vicw of the adverse weather conditi 


c tions enccuntered during 
the record firiac, high winds and dust storms prevailing daily. 

The 8th Sattalion of Enzincers, engaged for the last. seven weeks in taking 
down the hangars at this field for re-erection ot Camp Bierne, 2+ miles -north of 
Biggs Field, where our new fiying field will be located, has made rapid strides 
lately towards the completion .of this job, and it is expected that flying from 
this field will begin very soon. Vertical photographs, prepa by the 1st Pheto 
Section, of the new landing field was mailed to all Air Ser stations siting 
United States. This PERI AE field is easily, located from the eir by the la 
balloon hangar in the south edge of the — 

Major John WN. Reynolds, c.0., fler a Dex plane to Duncan Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, on Feb. llth, for the purpose of hee same overhauled and repaired. 
Major Reynolds at the same time took advantage of leave of absence for eight 
deyse Se 

4 Douglas Trensport, piloted by Lieut. L.J. Sarr, arrived Feb. 16th 

rom ane A Field enroute to Sente Monica, Culif., with the following officers on 
‘ r John Mi. True, Q.M.C., Samp Normoyle, Texas; Lieuts. James M. 

Gille spie, F.i. Petrici Sears 8 Fs Rate and E.S. Vandenberg, all of Kelly 

Field. They are exvec f the new Douglas Ovuservation 

planes for Kelly Field. _ es a Semaee wind prevailing on the 17th, their 

journey westword was resumed the next day 


Oo @ 


Major H.B.S. Burwell and Capt. Robert OC. Candee, of Kelly Field, passed 
through this station in a Douglas Observation plane from Santa Monica, Galif., 


enroute to their home station. 
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anptain Walter Lender, Acjutent, ind Div. Air Service, tock off Feb. 19th 

in a DeH, viloted by Lieut. Charlies Douglas, on an inspection tour of the air- 
dromes at Douglas and Tucson, Ariz. They réturned to Biggs Field lete in the’ 
afternocn of the same day, having covered 575 miles during the day in addition 
to the time spent at each station during insnection of hangars and personnel. 

Lieut. Ray H. Jlark, eccompenicd by Staff Set. Wm. f. "Riley , 12th 
Observation Squadron, left Feb. 20th in a DH on a cross-country trip to Denver, 
Solo. | 

An automobile accident occurred to Lieut. 
field on the morning of Feb. 23rd. Lieut. Douglas was returning to the. field 
from his home in the city cf Fl Paso when, upon turning a corner, he ran square-= 
ly into @ Ford which hac stalled cro ssways in the iiddle of the street. On the 
impact Mrs. Douglas was thrown through the windsl deta to the pavement, receiving 
Sinful bruises and cuts about the Face in the fali. The injuries of Lieut. 
Douglas were slight. A she occupying the Ford was also slightly injured by 
flying glass the care of Army medical officers in’her 
home, ch 


and Mrs. Charles Dougles of this 
eal 





Liaut. eee Ee 2 ee Eee a DH, carrying Capt. Levy S. Johnson, 
Ss ser, left Feb. 20th on a cross-country 

f arizona and New Mexico, returning to 

iol 


C ach piloting a DH and cerrving Corp. "Buck" Weaver and 
Pvt, 1st ci. Paul WV. Donnelly as passergers, left 8:00 a. Be. Lg w1lSt on a 
Cross-country training flight to Fort Stockton » Texas, returning at sundowm 
Feb. 22nd. : 
The enlisted str ngth of the squadron was further increased by the 
enlistment of three men and two transfers from other organizations. 
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Berne ogts. Frod I. Pierce and Fred 6. Tyler, l2eth Obs. Sqdn.., our. only 
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capt. R.H. Bellerd, 0.0. at Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., accompanied by ~ 
‘lst Lieut. C.J. Kenney, each piloting a Douglas Observ~tion nlane, arrived here 
Feb. 25th from Santa Monica, remaining overnight. They took off early Feb. 27th 
for their home station, intending to make Fort Sill in one hop, an airline 
distance of approximately 650 miles 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Feb. 17th. 





During the past week-end, several cross-countries were taken by pilots of 
this Field, Captain Oldfield goings as far north as Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Lieuts. Schlatter and Downing intended mekine a triangular trip from here to 
Fort Sill, Okla., and Deming, New Mexico, but due to motor trouble were forced 
down this side of Deming at tog and spent the night at the New Mexico 
Military Institute. Lieut. Uwens also had motor trouble on the road to Ft. 
Ringgold, being forced down abot forty miles this side of the border. He 
reported a delightful walk of twelve miles to the nearest ranch house and a 
ride of twenty-five more to the nearest station from which he could wire back, 
Texas is not very thickly populated, 

The wash-out board, better known as the laundry, ran up e large score this 
pest week. Captains Stevens, Gates and Winningstad, and Lieuts. Steer, Baldwin, 
Flood, Tarlton and Hale being numbered among the casualties. Captain 
Winnings tad will go to Kelly Field to teuke the Observation Course, Capt. Stevens 
to Fairfield as photog repher and Lieut. Flood, wno is already a Lighter-than- 
Air pilot to Seott Field. 

Our Post basket ball season is now over. I+ was wery successful, some — 
sixty or seventy interesting games being played out at the big hangar with the B 
Flight Cadet team winning the championship. 

Lieut. Carter reported to Brooks Field from the Canal Zone today for duty 
as an instructor. Lieut. Pardoe Martin of this station, who was ordered te 
foreign service, has had his orders canceled and is at present on a short leave 
which he is spending in Florida, 

Lieuts. Banfill and McDaniel left yesterday for Montgomery, Alabama ,Lieut. 
Banfill flying a Jenny while Lieut. McDaniel went over in a DH to ferry Banfilil 
back. sa ainncen 

Lieut. Paul ‘Wolf is to leave Monday for Denver, Solo., in a Jenny which he 
will leave there to be used in National Guard training. 

Preparations are now being made for several spring activities, such as 
the watering of the ball diamond, the recent completion of our two-hole golf 
course and the planting of the Post garden. Even the roof of >.ur balloon 
hangar has been repaired and a new coat of paint is being given several of our 
buildings. ; 

Flying time for the past week, due to a decrease in the number of students 
was lessened, being 754 daily aircraft hours, 55 daily aircraft cross-country 
hours. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, February 24th. 





Major Royce, Lieuts. McClellan, Patrick and Garrecht were among those who 
attended the Washington's Day dence and opening of an airplane field at 
Shreveport over the week-end, while Lieuts. Greenlaw, Hodgson, Twining and 
Bertucci, the Argentine Naval aviator who is here taking the training course, 
attended the celebration at Laredo. 

Lieut. Meyers has returned to duty after a two-weeks stay in the Station 
Hospital at Ft. Sam Houston, where he has been undergoing operations on his 
tonsils and nose, ve 

Lieuts. Warren R. Carter and George ©.W. Blessley from Panama end McCook 
Fields respectively, ere now here for duty as instructors. 

Our ice hockey team suffered its first defeat last Thursday evening. 
Though our representatives put up a good fight and the game was hotly contested, 
the civilians showed themselves to be slightly superior and won by the score 
of 5 to 3. Te now hope to arrange another game with them to decide the 
superiority of one team or the other, each team having won one game from the 
other. ; 

‘Headquarters Squadron has gone into the chicken business and reports a 
very successful season. The hens are laying more eggs than could resneonably 
be expected of them, and Lieut. Banfill is having difficulty in getting rid 
of his surplus, He is furnishing the whole field's supply and also sending 
many dozens downtown several timés each week. The worst part of it is that 
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hens all-around this vicinity are doing the same thing and the price of eggs 
has gone down to a very Jow price. 


brooks Field, San Antonio, 


‘ Be “ 2 
exes, March. énd. 





Several long cross-countries are schedulec for the near future, so hat 
they can be taken in the lull between classes. Lieuts. Stoner and iiodgson 
fre leaving for tne West Coast while Li i and crewiord are leaving 
for Boston and Lievts. Downing and White for New York. Lievt. McKinnon is due 
back today from thc West Coast, where he was visiting his father who was sudden} 
ly taken sick, 

The students of the September, 1925, Slass who will leavé here soon for 
the Advanced Sourse at Kelly Field are to give an elaborate party for the 
permatent officers and are making eleborate preparations for an enjoyaole 
TLING 

Sgt. Angell; who has been here on detached service as an instructor 
from Abereeen Proving Grounds, Md,, wes crderec to Pope Field, where he will 
be on detached auty. 

Flying time for the past week was as follows: Daily aircraft hours, 677:40; 
Daily man hours, Titel Daily cross-country hours, 156;05; Daily Gross-country 
man-hours, 308:320 





Orissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Gauliz,, March 2. 





lying pista agents at Crissy Field during February picked up considerably 
due to the unusual amount of good weather for the Northern Gaiifornia rainy 
season. 

Crissy Field furnished several vlanes for tracking drill for the 62rd Coast 
ine on Feb. 16th, 17th and 18th. 
aH 
te 


On Feb. 19th Master Sergeant. Thoras J, Fowler, pilot, and 1st Lieut. 
¢.o. Wilson, observer, want to Mor crey, Salif., for a practice radio mission 
with the llth Gavairy. : 


The field woah its annual gunnery practice, using Mather Field, 
acramentc, Calif., some 90 miles distant, for its forward gun work at. ground 
fangese, This was austere. as Crissy Fiold and tne vicinity of San 
Francisco are too thickly popuieted wo enable this practice to,de held. For 
the air cunnery the pilots and observers take Kavok life preserver cushions and 
er, This is a great idea if 
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head out to sea and do their firing over the Wet 
your motor stays with you. If it does not, it's, 
etveining the highest record in this gunnery or 


Field in the Annual Air Service arden Soi patak or 


Master Sgt. Fred Kelly, pilot, and ak Lieut. A.W. Marriner, observer, 
made a flight for the purpose of radio communication test with the Coast 
Artillery at Fort Scott. A few days later, Master Sgt. Kelly and, Lieut. 


A 
t 
Marriner also completed s successful radio test from the ground to the eir- 
plane with the ss Field Artillery at Monverey , valif, 
s been enjoying the use of the two new Douglas O-2's and 
its new Loening hepa) nibien. Practically all the pilots onthe field have tried 
ous and tested these planes and have been delighted with the performance of 
both, . 

Captain John P. Reeson, our genial Flight Surgeon, and Capt. J.W. Signer, 
our Operations Officer, received orders +o proceed to iawaii. A number of 
farewell parties are being given in their honor. Orissy Fieid will miss them 
both. 


Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, March 3, 





John o. McDonne a1, who is the new Coumanding Officer of the 35th Squadron. Major 
McDonnell just completed a tour of foreign service in the Philippines, Captain 
Albert W. Stevens is slated to take command of the 7th Photo Section while 
Captain WD. Van Ingen will replace Capt. Platt as Signal Officer. 

Recent social events centered about the officers and their families who 
will sooa leave for distant stations,- Lieut. and Mrs. E.E. Thomas, Jr., Lieut. 
end Mrs. L. E, Sharon, Capis. J.0. Platt, Jr., J.B. Powers and Henry Pascale. 
& party was given in their honor on February 28th; and bridge luncheons 
and informal diuners were given at the homes of several officers, 
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New Officers ere reporting for duty, the most recent arrival being Major 








Capt. Phillip A. Scholl of the Finance Department is auditing «ll property 
records at this Section. 

Lieut. S. S. Nutt left for the Pacific Coast Feb. 25th in a Martin Bomocr, 
On the return trip he will bring back an Q-2 from Santa Monica to Wright 
Field. 


A dance was given at the Officers' Club by the Wilbur Wright Welfare 
Association on Feb. 26th. 


Field Service section, Wright Field, Ohio, February Sth. 





Major George H. Brett, Chief of the Field Service Section, left Wright 
Field early in January, ferrying a PT-l to Brooks Field. From there he 
proceeded by rail to the Pacific Coast, visiting all the Air Service © 
activities in California and giving special attention to supply and maintenance 
problems. As he was formerly ain command of Crissy Field, Major Brett feels 
quite at home in San Francisco, and he has been a frequent visitor at other 
stations on the Pacific Coast. He flew one of the new 0-2 planes from the 
factory of the Douglas Aircraft Company at Santa Monica to Wright Field. 

Mejor Brett is of the opinion that a trip of this kind helps to bring the 
Field Service Section closer to the fields that it serves, with mutual benefit 
to both. 

Lieut. W.J. Hanlon recently returned from an Airways trip. 

Lieut. oS. A. Sover recently returned to the Field Service Section, flying 
from Rockwell Field to Wright Field in record time. 

Among the officers who recently visited the Field Service Section were 
Major H. A. Strauss, Licut. Bazely of Scott Field, and Lieut. A.E. Simonin 
of Langin Field. 

Mr. L. W. Armour, in charge of Requirements, returned from the Loening 
Aircraft Company at New York City, where he secwred data for the preparation 
of a catalog of the Loeninz Amphibian airplane. 

Lieut. Leon E. Sharon, ordered to the Hawaiian Islands, exnrects to leave 
in March or April. His many friends oi the Field Service Section and elsewhere 
on the Post, and in the City of Dayton, greatly regret his departure, and the 
wish hes been generally expressed thet he night remain es Executive Offiger of 
the Field Service Section for at leest four years: Lievt. and Mrs. Sharon are 
being entertained at many informal social affairs, and it is haved they may 
return to this station at some time in the near future. 

Lieut. Robert E. Selff reported for duty at the Field Service Section, 
and has been temporarily placed in charge of Photographic supplies. 

Lieut. B. M. Giles was trensferred from the Maintenance Section to the 
Material Section, of which he is now the chief. He is assisted by Lieut. 

R. E. Selff‘ Mr.°0.H. Saider, Assistant Chiéf of Branch; Messrs. W.W. Wood, 


om one 


v.eM. Collins and M.H. Gillette. 


Little Rock Air Intermediate Depot, Little Rock, Arkansas, March 6. 





Seven planes were ferried from Brooks Field by Major Royce, Lieuts. 
Grisham, Jamison, McGinley, Hine, Webster and Thorpe, and delivered to the 
154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas National Guard, on Feb. 27th. The 
visiting officers seemed well pleased with the airport. Lieut. Grishem and 
the Squadron Commander, Capt. Meadows, are now-in preliminary work with a view 
to placing National Guard officers on a flying status, and it is hoped that 
this work will progress satisfactorily. 

Captain Wooten and Lieuts. George and Thompson, ferrying three Douglas 


planes from Santa Monica, Calif., to Washington, recently stopped overnight at 
the Little Rock Airport, 





Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., March 8th. 
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The 22nd Observation Squadron has been very busy the past/weeks towing 
targets for the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgia. The Infantry is 
firing-on aerial targets at specified altitudes, varying from 100 feet to 
2,000 feet, with service rifles, automatic rifles and machine guns. 
_ The aerial gunnery course -has started. Ground targets have been set upon 

the edge of the flying field at Fort Benning and the pilots and observers are 
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3 As Hornsby, 2nd Lisut. Wm. D. Old and Staff Set. Messer left 
Feb. 2ist in a Martin Bomver for San Diezo, Calif., where the plane will be 
left fo. shipment to the Philippines after a complete overhauling at the 
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Rockwell Depot. The avove personnel will proceed from San Diego to Sania 
Monica by rail and there receive two Dousies Observetion type airplanes to be 
ferried to Maxwell Field. 

Lieut. Hornsby and two mechanics left in a Martin Bomber on Feb. 15th for 
Fort Barrancas, Fla., to tow targets for the Anti-Aircraft Artillery, returning 
on the 19th. 

Summer treining starts here April lst and continues with a few breaks until 
September, 

Sapt. Charles F,*Shook, our worthy Flight Surgeon, received orders to sail 
for Hawaii April 27th. Many social affairs were given in Capt. and Mrs. Shook's 
honor , 

Lieut .Moiloy and Capt. Gleaves of the Tennessee National Guard spent a 
couple of days at the Field last week. 

commander Wick of the Naval Air Service spent the night of March 6th here 
on his trip from Washington to Pensacola, Fla, 

Work will start in a few days on a concrete runway 80 x 200 feet. This 
will be a great aid in starting and servicing..the ships in wet weather, 

A total of 203 hours, 10 minutes flying time was made by four pilots 
during the month of Feuruary. This was exceptionally good for this station, 
The time per pilot was: Lieut. Whatley, 68 hrs.; Lieut. Hornsby, 46 hrs, 

to Feb, glst; Lieut. Knapp, 24 hrs. 25 min.; end Lieut. Miller, 43 hrs, 
45 min. 
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